
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

 

 CASE NO.: 21-23400-cv-MARTINEZ 

 

 

ODETTE BLANCO DE FERNANDEZ 

née  BLANCO ROSELL; et al. 

 

Plaintiffs, 

 

v. 

 

MSC MEDITERRANEAN SHIPPING  

COMPANY SA; 

 

 

Defendant. 

_________________________________________ / 

 

 

APPLICATION FOR CLERK’S DEFAULT 

 

Plaintiffs, Odette Blanco de Fernandez, et al. (“Plaintiffs”), by and through counsel and 

pursuant to Rule 55(a) of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, file this Application for Clerk’s 

Default against MSC Mediterranean Shipping Company SA (“MSC” or “Defendant”) and state: 

1. Plaintiffs filed their Complaint against MSC, a Swiss company, on September 22, 

2021. See Doc. No. 1. 

2. MSC was properly served with the Summons and Complaint in accordance with 

the laws of Switzerland under Article 5 of the Hague Convention on December 23, 2021.  See 

Declaration of William B. Milliken, counsel for Plaintiffs, attached as Exhibit A. 

3. MSC’s deadline to respond to the Complaint was on or before January 13, 2022.  

Fed.R.Civ.P. 12(a). 

4. As the docket in this case demonstrates, MSC has failed to plead or otherwise 

defend. 
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5. Accordingly, Plaintiffs are entitled to a Certificate of Default by the Clerk pursuant 

to Rule 55(a) of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs respectfully request the entry of a Certificate of Default by the 

Clerk and such other relief as the Court deems just and reasonable. 

Dated:  January 24, 2022 Respectfully submitted,  

 

David A. Baron (admitted pro hac vice) 

dbaron@bcr-dc.com 

Melvin White (admitted pro hac vice) 

mwhite@bcr-dc.com 

Laina C. Lopez (admitted pro hac vice) 

lcl@bcr-dc.com 

Berliner Corcoran & Rowe LLP 

1101 17th Street, N.W., Suite 1100 

Washington, D.C. 20036-4798 

Tel:  (202) 293-5555  

Facsimile:  (202) 293-9035 

 

Richard W. Fields (admitted pro hac vice) 

fields@fieldslawpllc.com 

Martin Cunniff (admitted pro hac vice) 

MartinCunniff@fieldslawpllc.com 

Edward Han 

edhan@fieldslawpllc.com 

Fields PLLC 

1701 Pennsylvania Ave, N.W., Suite 200 

Washington, D.C. 20006 

Tel:  (833) 382-9816 

 

Counsel for Plaintiffs 

 

s/ William R.Boeringer 

David J. Horr 

Florida Bar. No. 310761 

dhorr@admiral-law.com 

William R. Boeringer 

Florida Bar No. 347191 

wboeringer@admiral-law.com 

William B. Milliken 

Florida Bar No. 143193 

wmilliken@admiral-law.com 

Horr, Novak & Skipp, P.A. 

Two Datran Center, Suite 1700 

9130 S. Dadeland Boulevard 

Miami, Florida 33156 

Telephone: (305) 670-2525 

Facsimile: (305) 670-2526 

 

John S. Gaebe 

Florida Bar No. 304824 

Law Offices of John S. Gaebe P.A. 

5870 SW 96 St. 

Miami, Florida  33156 

johngaebe@gaebelaw.com 

Counsel for Plaintiffs 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

 
 CASE NO.: 21-23400-cv-MARTINEZ 

 
 

ODETTE BLANCO DE FERNANDEZ 
née  BLANCO ROSELL; et al. 
 

Plaintiffs, 
 
v. 
 

MSC MEDITERRANEAN SHIPPING  
COMPANY SA; 
 
 

Defendant. 
_________________________________________ / 

 

 
DECLARATION OF WILLIAM B. MILLIKEN, ESQ.  

IN SUPPORT OF APPLICATION FOR CLERK’S DEFAULT 
 

WILLIAM B. MILLIKEN hereby declares as follows: 

1. I am counsel of record for Plaintiffs in this action. 

2. On September 22, 2021, Plaintiffs filed the Complaint against Defendant MSC 

Mediterranean Shipping Company SA, a Swiss company (“MSC”).  See Doc. No. 1. 

3. On the same day, David Baron, Esq., counsel for Plaintiffs admitted pro hac vice 

in this case, served a courtesy copy of the Complaint on an attorney who previously purported to 

represent MSC.  See Exhibit A-1. 

4. MSC’s counsel did not respond to service of the courtesy copy of the Complaint 

and has not contacted Plaintiff’s counsel in any manner since Plaintiffs filed the Complaint. 

5. On December 23, 2021, MSC was properly served with the Summons and 

Complaint in accordance with the laws of Switzerland under Article 5 of the Hague Convention 

on December 23, 2021.  See Exhibit A-2. 
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6. Pursuant to Rule 12(a) of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, MSC’s deadline to 

respond to the Complaint was January 13, 2022. 

7. To date, MSC has not appeared in the case and has failed to plead or otherwise 

defend against this case. 

 
Under 28 U.S.C. § 1746, I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and 

correct. 

 

Executed on January 24, 2022    William B. Milliken 
        William B. Milliken, Esq. 
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EXHIBIT A-1 
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From: dbaron@bcr-dc.com
To: "Brodsky, Reed"; "Melvin White"; "Seibald, M. Jonathan"; "Saul, Bethany"
Cc: "Edward Han"; "Martin Cunniff"; "Richard W. Fields (Fields PLLC)"
Subject: RE: MSC Response to Your Notices of Intent to Commence Action Pursuant to Title III of the LIBERTAD Act of

1996
Date: Wednesday, September 22, 2021 6:29:33 PM
Attachments: DE#1 Complaint with Exhibits.pdf

Dear Reed,
 
Please see the attached courtesy copy of the complaint filed today against MSC Mediterranean
Shipping Company SA.
 
Sincerely yours,
 
David A. Baron
Berliner Corcoran & Rowe LLP
dbaron@bcr-dc.com
+703.798.7989
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EXHIBIT A-2 
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