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December 20, 2018 
 
VIA EMAIL AND REGULATIONS.GOV 
The Honorable Joel Szabat 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Aviation and International Affairs 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Re:  Motion of American Airlines, Inc. to Transfer U.S.-Cuba Frequency 

Allocated for Charlotte-Havana Service; Docket No. DOT-OST-2016-0021 
 
Dear Mr. Szabat: 
 

On December 7, 2018, the Department instituted a proceeding to determine 
whether it is in the public interest to allow American Airlines to transfer its daily 
Charlotte-Havana (HAV) frequency to the Miami-HAV route, or to instead authorize an 
alternative use of that frequency.   

 
As indicated in its filings in related proceedings, Southwest Airlines had 

anticipated applying for this frequency to add a second daily Tampa (TPA)-HAV flight.  
However, after further internal analysis, Southwest has decided to focus its expansion 
efforts on inaugurating service to Hawaii, where we hope to begin operations the first 
quarter 2019, subject to the receipt of required authorizations from the FAA.  Given that 
focus and overall capacity constraints, Southwest is unfortunately not in a position to 
apply for the U.S. - Cuba frequency at this time and will therefore not be participating in 
this proceeding.    

 
Southwest remains committed to serving Cuba with its daily TPA-HAV and triple-

daily FLL-HAV flights and looks forward to participating in future HAV frequency 
proceedings.  

 
      Sincerely,  
        
 
      _____________________ 
      Robert W. Kneisley 
 

 
 
 

mailto:bob.kneisley@wnco.com


 

 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I hereby certify that on December 20, 2018, a copy of the foregoing document 
was served via email on the following persons: 

 
Alaska Airlines 
dheffernan@cozen.com   
 

Spirit Airlines 
jyoung@yklaw.com    
dkirstein@yklaw.com 
 
United Airlines 
dan.weiss@united.com    
steve.morrissey@united.com 
abried@jenner.com  
aarshad@jenner.com 
 
Department of Transportation 
joel.szabat@dot.gov 
david.short@dot.gov 
cindy.baraban@dot.gov 
brian.hedberg@dot.gov  
benjamin.taylor@dot.gov 
Kristen.davis@dot.gov 
Tricia.kubrin@dot.gov 
joseph.landart@dot.gov 
brett.kruger@dot.gov  
robert.finamore@dot.gov 
darren.jaffe@dot.gov 
jeffrey.gaynes@dot.gov 
matt.zisman@dot.gov 
todd.homan@dot.gov 
peter.irvine@dot.gov 
 
Department of State 
ForsbergAP@state.gov 
 
Department of Commerce 
Eugene.alford@trade.gov 
 
info@airlineinfo.com 

American Airlines 
robert.wirick@aa.com 
john.b.williams@aa.com 
paul.denis@dechert.com 
William.sohn@dechert.com 
 
Delta Air Lines 
alex.krulic@delta.com  
chris.walker@delta.com  
steven.seiden@delta.com 

FedEx 
ssprosse@fedex.com 
cefelts@fedex.com 
 
Frontier 
robert.cohn@hoganlovells.com 
patrick.rizzi@hoganlovells.com  
 
Hawaiian Airlines 
perkmann@cooley.com 
 
JetBlue Airways 
robert.land@jetblue.com   
adam.Schless@jetblue.com 
reese.davidson@jetblue.com 
esahr@eckertseamans.com   
dderco@eckertseamans.com  
 
    
 
   
      
        

          _____________________ 
              Amanda Hoff 
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